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Together, we are building a 
healthier, more sustainable 
future – one deeply rooted 
in the beauty and resilience 
of the natural world.

– BILL FLYNN

Nurturing connections  Nurturing connections  
between people and naturebetween people and nature
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B I L L  F LY N N
E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

I am pleased to present our Annual Report for the fiscal year 
2024 – 2025. This has been an exciting and productive year on 
our campus, made possible through your generous support.

As the seasons change across our 40 acres of gardens,  
meadows, forests, and wetlands, I am reminded daily of the  
powerful connection between people and the natural world.  
At the New Canaan Nature Center (NCNC), that connection  
begins early and deepens over time — with preschoolers  
exploring woodland trails, families learning together at  
community events, and volunteers restoring native habitats  
that will sustain future generations.

Your support makes all this possible.
Our Nature-Based Preschool continues to inspire young  
learners through hands-on exploration, curiosity, and outdoor 
play. Each day, children discover the rhythms of the seasons, 
learn where their food comes from, and develop a lifelong  
appreciation for the environment. Similarly, our Summer Camp 
provides hundreds of children each year with opportunities to 
wade through streams, build forts, catch frogs, and connect 
deeply with nature — experiences that shape how they see  
the world.

Beyond early childhood education, NCNC serves thousands  
of students and adults annually through our Environmental  
Education programs, fostering ecological literacy and steward-
ship across the community.

We are also proud to be leaders in sustainable, non-chemical 
land management. Our staff and volunteers have been hard at 
work removing invasive species and replacing them with native 

plants to restore ecological balance. Using innovative techniques 
such as solarization, buckthorn baggies, tailored mowing sched-
ules, and targeted native plantings, we are creating healthier 
habitats for pollinators, birds, and other wildlife and making our 
trails and landscapes more vibrant and inviting for all who visit.

Looking ahead, several major initiatives are underway that will 
strengthen our mission and expand our impact:

•	 Construction of a new greenhouse to support our native plant 
propagation program, providing locally grown species for habitat 
restoration and community distribution.

•	 Renovations to our Education Building classrooms, enhancing 
the learning environment for students of all ages.

•	 A new multi-use building to replace our aging greenhouse — 
creating a flexible, sustainable space for education,  
community events, and conservation work.

Each of these projects reflects our ongoing commitment  
to education, stewardship, and community. Together, we are  
building a healthier, more sustainable future — one deeply  
rooted in the beauty and resilience of the natural world.

Thank you for being an essential part of this journey. Your part-
nership enables us to continue nurturing both people and the 
planet — right here in New Canaan.

With gratitude,

Bill Flynn 
Executive Director

Dear Friends and Supporters of the New Canaan Nature Center,
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S P E C I A L  E V E N T S  a n d  
C O M M U N I T Y  P R O G R A M S

Adult Programs
We are continually enhancing our adult programs. Over the past 
year, offerings have included guided hikes throughout Fairfield 
and Westchester Counties, local birding and nature walks with 
our renowned ornithologist Frank Gallo, and a variety of classes, 
workshops, and lectures.

The New Canaan Nature Center offers something for everyone.  
We are a place for visitors of all ages to gain hands-on experience with nature.

Community EventsCommunity Events

Information about upcoming opportunities is always available 
on our website and through our regularly updated Instagram and 
Facebook pages.

On May 8, 2025, we welcomed Amanda Lindroth as the keynote 
speaker of our Eighth Annual Lecture and Luncheon. She shared 
stories from her newly released book, Island Dreaming. Thanks 
to the support of our community, this much-anticipated event 
has grown into a cherished springtime tradition.
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Looking ahead, we are excited to  
share the 2025-26 schedule for our  
annual events:
Holiday Market .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   November 22
Thanksgiving Weekend Waddle .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   November 29
Winter Wonderland .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   December 13
Adopt-A-Tree Kickoff .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . January 24
Owl Moon Night Hike .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . January 31
Syrup Saturday .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                          March 14
Great Egg Hunts .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . April 2,3,4
9th Annual Lecture and Luncheon.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                  May 7
Great American Campout.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   June 27- 28
Night of 1000 Fireflies.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                         July 11
Creatures of the Night Hike.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . August 22
Cider Saturday .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  September 2026
Fall Fair .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  October 2026
Halloween Spooktacular .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                 October 2026
Awesome Autumn Day.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . November 2026

Please see our website for a monthly list of events and activities 
www.newcanaannature.org

5,000+
ATTENDED COMMUNITY  
PROGRAMS AND SPECIAL  
EVENTS IN FISCAL YEAR  
2024-2025.

Time spent amongst the 
trees is never wasted.

– KATRINA MAYER
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Education ProgramsEducation Programs
N AT U R E - B A S E D 
P R E S C H O O L 
We boast the oldest nature-based preschool in the 
country. Our philosophy is that children learn best 
through play in an environment that is suited to  
their age and developmental needs. We emphasize 
hands-on, indoor and outdoor sensory experiences, 
incorporating the natural settings of the Nature Center  
as an integral part of our curriculum. Our preschool 
celebrates children’s natural sense of wonder and  
their innate love of play to build foundational skills 
needed for a successful life.

Learn more about our unique program and curriculum  
by visiting: www.newcanaannature.org/preschool

Little Explorers
For our youngest nature lovers, we offer caregiver & child  
classes. Children 18 - 36 months and their caregivers spend  
time inside and outside learning about and enjoying all  
Mother Nature has to offer.

More information about this program can be found at: 
www.newcanaannature.org/little-explorers

Summer Camp
Each summer, we welcome hundreds of campers - from age 3 
through 9th grade - to our campus to learn and play in the great 
outdoors. Every week features a unique theme with hands-on 
activities designed to spark curiosity and deepen children’s  
understanding of the natural world. Summer Camp fosters 
meaningful connections with nature - connection that are at  
the heart of our mission.  Registration for this program begins  
in March each year—watch our website for exact dates.
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PROGRAMS
In fiscal year 2024-2025,  

our Environmental 
Educators delivered 

both on and off-site, including 
19 at various New York Public 
Library locations.

Environmental Education Programs
The Nature Center has a long history of servicing the greater 
Fairfield County community and beyond, reaching as far as New 
York City. Our environmental education programs offer experiential 
learning opportunities for all ages, from toddlers to seniors. We 
are proud of the diverse age groups we serve and our outreach 
to our neighboring communities and beyond.

One program we are especially proud of is the Haley Project, a 
donor-funded water ecology program for 5th graders in Norwalk 
Title 1 schools. Offered free of charge, this experiential program 
begins with a day at the Nature Center focused on the con-
nection between one’s actions and their consequences on the 
environment. A second day is spent on the shores of the Long 
Island Sound where students collect water samples, explore the 
intertidal zone, and discuss strategies to keep the water clean. 
The program culminates with a beach cleanup, reinforcing the 
connection between personal actions and environmental health.

We offer a wide variety of customizable 
programs designed to appeal to groups 
of all sizes and ages. These programs 
are available both on our campus and 
off-site.

For more information, please visit:  
newcanaannature.org/programs

OVER 250
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Our CampusOur Campus
A N I M A L  
A M B A S S A D O R S
Our animal ambassadors are an essential part of 
our educational programming, giving people mean-
ingful, hands-on experiences with the natural world. 
For example, students might be interested to learn 
that ferrets are trained to pull electric wire through 
small pipes, conduits and wall cavities. However, 
they are truly captivated when they meet our ferrets 
– Luna, Sarah, and Lucy – join them on walks around 
the property and watch their playful antics and 
energetic romps.

We are fortunate to have a diverse array of animals 
– ranging from invertebrates and fish to amphib-
ians, reptiles, birds, and mammals – that provide 
positive connections to the natural world.
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Nature Sanctuary
The Nature Center’s 40-acre property encompasses nearly  
every habitat found in New England, including natural 
fields, streams, ponds, wetlands, and forests. For the past 
five years, we have focused on eliminating invasive plants 
and replacing them with native flora without the use of 
chemical herbicides. During this time, we have tested  
innovative techniques such as invasive plant-eating goats, 
solarization (as pictured above), cardboard mulch and 
buckthorn baggies. As invasive plants are removed,  
we continue to replant with native species that attract  
pollinators and provide a rich habitat for insects and  
other small wildlife.

Our campus features over 2 miles of trails that wind 
through our property, connecting the community with  
nature. We invite you to visit and explore all there is to see.

Over 320 volunteers assist with animal care, garden and 
ground projects, special events and programs.

For information on getting involved or planning a visit, 
please see our website at: newcanaannature.org/visit
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FinancialsFinancials

P R E S C H O O L $ 1 , 1 7 7 , 0 8 5

S U M M E R  C A M P $ 3 8 4 , 3 9 9

E N V I R O N M E N TA L  E D U C AT I O N $ 1 7 4 , 5 9 9

C O M M U N I T Y  P R O G R A M S $ 4 3 , 3 7 0

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S  A N D  F U N D R A I S I N G $ 2 9 0 , 7 0 8

A N N U A L  A P P E A L $ 1 9 2 , 6 8 7

R E S T R I C T E D  D O N AT I O N S $ 5 , 0 0 0

G R A N T S $ 4 9 , 0 0 0

O T H E R  R E V E N U E $ 2 4 , 6 0 0

T O TA L $ 2 , 3 4 1 , 4 4 8
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P R E S C H O O L $ 6 5 5 , 8 5 8

S U M M E R  C A M P $ 1 4 6 , 0 9 1

E N V I R O N M E N TA L  E D U C AT I O N $ 1 3 1 , 6 0 9

C O M M U N I T Y  P R O G R A M S $ 1 2 8 , 4 5 2

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S  A N D  F U N D R A I S I N G $ 1 0 4 , 8 1 4

G E N E R A L  A N D  A D M I N I S T R AT I O N $ 1 , 0 8 7 , 9 3 3

T O TA L $  2 , 2 5 4 , 7 5 7
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Megan Baroni
Emily Burns
Stephen Clasby
Elizabeth DeMuth
Richard Grosbard
Mariko LeBaron
Britta Pemberton
Lindsay Regan
Jane Schoenholtz
Anthony Vogel
Alice Wyman

Dionna Carlson, Ex Officio
Brian Luizzi, Ex Officio

Maria Magliacano
P R E S I D E N T

Tom Turrentine
V I C E  P R E S I D E N T

Jeb Armstrong
T R E A S U R E R

Shannon Kieske
S E C R E TA R Y

Tammy Dluzyn
P R E S C H O O L  L I A I S O N

Linda Andros
Skip Hobbs
John Hutchins
David Prill
Peggy Toce
Ellen Zumbach

2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5
B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S

2 0 2 5 - 2 0 2 6  B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S

A D V I S O R Y 
B O A R D

LeadershipLeadership

IN LOVING MEMORY

We are deeply grateful 
for the leadership,  
guidance, and dedication 
of Advisory Board  
member and former 
Board Chair Linda  
Andros. Her steadfast 
commitment to the 
Nature Center and its 
mission continues to 
inspire us all.

Tom Turrentine  
PRESIDENT
Jeb Armstrong  
TREASURER
Shannon Kieske  
SECRETARY
Tammy Dluzyn  
PRESCHOOL LIAISON
Megan Baroni
Arlety Bowman
Stephen Clasby
Elizabeth DeMuth
Richard Grosbard
Robin Lord

Maria Magliacano
Britta Pemberton
Lindsay Regan
Jane Schoenholtz
Caroline Toce
Anthony Vogel
Peter Wyman
Dionna Carlson, Ex Officio
Brian Luizzi, Ex Officio
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As a 1990s pre-school parent, former Board member, and current 
Advisory Board member, I am particularly pleased that the Nature 
Center has created a long-range development plan for its 40-acre 
site that includes the elimination of invasive plants and reintroduction 
of native species that support local insect and wildlife populations.
This exciting new “Pollinator Pathways” initiative will directly support 
the Nature Center’s mission of environmental awareness and  
education, as well as the resurgence of the native plant population 
in the New Canaan area.
~ �DAVID PRILL, FORMER PRE-SCHOOL PARENT AND  

BOARD MEMBER; CURRENT ADVISORY BOARD MEMBER

The New Canaan Nature Center Preschool is a true gem!  
In this increasingly digital world, our children are taught  
to pause, explore, and appreciate their surroundings.  
Nature-based play allows them to build confidence and  
learn and practice life skills that will benefit them for years  
to come. We are so incredibly lucky to have this amazing  
asset in our community!
~ �CAROLINE BUCH, CURRENT PRESCHOOL PARENT AND  

CHAIR, PRESCHOOL PARENT COMMITTEE

It is doubtful if there was ever before so much happiness 
and thanksgiving in evidence in any Town Meeting as there 
was on that September evening when the magnificent gift 
of Miss Susan Bliss was accepted with a joyous shout.  
May we prove worthy of her generosity.
~ �GENEVIEVE SALMON, 1960, NEW CANAAN RESIDENT, COMMENTING  

ON THE DAY SUSAN BLISS GIFTED HER PROPERTY TO THE TOWN OF 
NEW CANAAN FOR THE CREATION OF A NATURE CENTER.

We discovered the Nature Center when we moved to town 20 years 
ago. Our four children all participated in the Mommy and Me Program 
and Summer Camp, and we fell in love with walking the trails, watching 
the animals, and celebrating the many events such as Fall Fair, Winter 
Wonderland, and the Adopt-a-Tree Maple Syrup Program. As the  
Preschool Health Consultant for the past 10 years, I have loved stop-
ping in to see the preschoolers exploring in the woods, getting dirty, 
and learning through nature. The Nature Center is a true gem, right in 
the middle of our community, open to people of all ages and abilities 
to learn, to explore, and to grow.
~ MARIA MAGLIACANO, PRESIDENT, BOARD OF TRUSTEES
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$10,000 +
Andersen Tax LLC
Anonymous
Chris & Emily Burns
Concannon Family
Horizon Foundation, Inc.
John & Ethel Kashulon Foundation
Paul & Patricia Kuehner Family Foundation
M.L.E. Foundation
Michael W. Louis Private Foundation
Montgomery Family Foundation
Paul & Sandra Montrone
New Canaan Community Foundation
Christopher & Mary Elizabeth O’Connor
Brian & Lindsay Regan
John and Cindy Sites
Toce Family - Joe & Peggy, Bill & Jorie,  
Joe & Sophia, Caroline & Howard Foote

$5,000 +
Ahearn Family Foundation
Anonymous
Jeb Armstrong
William Avery
DePaoli Family
Richard & Ronnie Grosbard
Per & Astrid Heidenreich
Matthew & Mariko LeBaron
Marc and Maria Magliacano
Britta & Russell Pemberton
David & Janet Prill
Tom & Toddy Turrentine

$2,500 +
A Sillo Development
Anonymous
Jason and Megan Baroni
Nannette Empey Bryan Foundation
Thomas Cholnoky Foundation
Jan Cohen
DEANE & Culinary Works
Lizzie Decarlo
Elizabeth DeMuth
Molly Denlinger
Tamara Dluzyn
Matthew & Megan Dowd
Half Moon Foundation
Samantha Hamilton
John & Anda Hutchins 
David & Shannon Kieske

Jim & Mary Lee Lesko
Jack & Paula Loop
Robin & Bob Lord
Joe & Tracy Merrill
John A. Moran Charitable Trust
Pet Pantry
John & Molly Reilly
Carrie Rowley
Mark & Jane Schoenholtz
Nathalie Schubert
Sebastian & Barbara Scripps
Michele Sloan
P Soros
Julie Stein
Tisbest Philanthropy
John & Meghan Walsh
Cynthia Whinery
Elizabeth Wilhelm
Richard & Jeanette Wood Charitable 
Foundation

Peter & Alice Wyman
Peter & Joanne Ziesing
Whitney Zipser
Ellen Zumbach

$1,000 +
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Martin Baker
Elizabeth Ballantyne
Mary Ballantyne
Alexandra Bonach
Chad & Caroline Buch
Capossela, Cohen LLC
Tara & Anthony Coniglio
Kendra Dietrich
Elm Street Books
Susan Hartong
Ainsley Hayes
Melany Hearne
James & Lisa Hill
Lisa Kaine 
The Kontulis Fund
Peter & Laura Marschalk
New Canaan Pack 70
Stephanie Odenath
David & Gigi Priebe

Prospect Hill Foundation
James & Margaret Riley
Michelle Riley
Robinson & Cole
Rocky Nook Foundation
Jean & Jeffrey Shaw
Helen & Daniel Sparks
Ariane Triay
Devin VanderMaas
Bruce & Marion Waters
Dasha Rettew Westendarp
Robert & Alicia Wyckoff

$500 +
Jon & Barb Achenbaum 
Cori Aleardi
Matthew & Kristin Barnard
Joan Behre
Amy, Jonathan, Aliza, & Max Bergner
Bruce & Sharon Bottomley
Maddie Brown
Sally Brown
Debi Olds & Mary Burke
Sarah Casey
Kathleen & Randy Corbet
Cristen Cottrell
Dominic DeMarco
Allison Downey
Sven & Rita Englund
Kimberly Esty
Graham Fishman
Jera Flood
Gabriel & Alexandra Galanski
Michael & Kristie Godina
Betsy Greene
Fleur Harrison
Scott & Raquel Harrison
John S. Hilson Family Fund, Inc.
Ben & Zed Hoffhine
Michelle Hole
Laurel Howe
David & Sara Hunt
Michael & Alexandra Luddy
Mary & Kevin Lydon
Sam & Julie Marcus
Kathryn Matthews
Kate & Conner McGee
Carol Mehas
My Smile Orthodontics LLC

A  s i n c e r e  t h a n k s  t o  t h o s e  w h o  s u p p o r t e d  o u r  
A n n u a l  A p p e a l ,  S p e c i a l  E v e n t s ,  a n d  m a d e  R e s t r i c t e d  
G i f t s  &  G r a n t s  i n  F i s c a l  Ye a r  2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5 !

SupportersSupporters Thank you for your contribution!
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Mr. & Mrs. Robert Orlich
Luis Paez
Dan & Mollie Perkins
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Wendy Pratt
Elizabeth Rechter
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Cynthia Sambeat
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Anonymous
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David & Dionna Carlson
Karin Dalton
Anne & Jim Davis
Blair Decembrele
Wendy & Bob Dewey
Alexis DiMarco
John Donohue
Douglas & Diane Dooley
Dao Engle
Kami Evans
Christina Fagerstal
Christen Farley
Frank & Mary Fetchet
Schuyler Field
Dan Fishman
Julie Fowler
Steven and Ali Francolla
Helaine Gendason
Amy Gildea
Goodcoin Giving
Katherine Gordon
Blanca Guilabert

Katie Harris
Will Heitmann
G. Warfield Hobbs
Juliet Howe
James & Jessica Huetter
Brian & Lily Infante
Elizabeth Janiga
Eads & Polly Johnson
Marianne Kay
Erika Kelly
Meaghan Kupchak
Charity Lefferts
Sharon Libman
Stephen & Lisa MacKenzie
George McFarland
Judith Moist
Christina Montani
Gabriella Morello
Alfred Morris
Sarah O’Keefe
Willard & Colleen Overlock
Jonathan & Katie Owsley
Harriet Plavoukos
William Post
Lavinia Preuss- Kuhne
Jennifer & Ryan Ray
Jennifer Saldarelli
Randy & Claire Salvatore
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Anne Schimmeck
Kristin Selvala
Danielle Sieckhaus
Joanna Galvin & Adrian Sisser
Jennifer Skyrm
Crosby Smith
Darcy Smith
Amy Sorensen
David & Sue Squier
James & Megan Steele
Kelly Stephens
Laura Sterner
Stephen & Erika Surace
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Stephanie Tucker
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James & Anne Wagner
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Amanda Zorumski

Under $250
Marisa Aaron
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Christina Adair
Roy Adams
Avin Adhikari
Christi Adolphe
Aditi Agarwal

Polina Akselrod
Jill Alander
Teresa Alasio
Chris Alberto
Chloe Altchek
Lara Aldag
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Montana Alexander
Brooke Allen
Tammy Allen
Angela Allwein
Melissa Almeida
Pauline Alperin
Suzanne & Joe Amato
Mary Anderson
Roy Anderson
Lisa Andrews
Sarah Andrus
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Jamie Antonopoulos 
Nicole Ardino
Jane Arestia
James Arliss
Rosalie Armstrong
Kirsten Arrix
Steven Ash
Jennifer Assenziomoreiras
Kate Atty
Camilla Austin
Lezly Avila
Jillian Badanes
Karen Bakos
Gaby Baltis
Cindy Bamatter
Abby Bangser
Andrea Barbuto
Rebecca and Steve Barlow
Laurie Barnes
Kimberly Barr
Juliana Barresi
Liz Barron
Nathan Barry
Lindsay Bassett
Hailey Baviello
Gabriella Beckmann
Jonah Bender
Allison Benenson
Alison Bennett
Lisa Bennett
Allison Benton
Jayne Benton
Roar Berg
Brooke Berman
Conor Bermingham
Rita Bettino

Supporters C O N T I N U E D
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Special Note: The support level calculations 
are based on gross donations before being 
reduced by any goods or services received.



Please use this  
QR code to make 
a donation and 
help us continue 
our important 
work.

OUR MISSION
The New Canaan Nature  
Center inspires people of all 
ages to respect, protect, and 
enjoy the world of nature.

144 Oenoke Ridge
New Canaan,  CT 06840
(203)  966-9577
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